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NIAARC/16/2014 WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed members and observers to this joint meeting of the NIAA Research Council and 
Board. 
 
NIAARC/17/2014 APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from Dr Nigel Bedforth (Regional Anaesthesia UK, RA UK); Miss 
Mary Casserly (Education & Research Manager, Royal College of Anaesthetists, RCoA); Professor 
Helen Galley (Anaesthetic Research Society, ARS); Dr Andy Klein (Association of Cardiothoracic 
Anaesthetists, ACTA); Dr Mike Nathanson (Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland, 
AAGBI); Professor Jaideep Pandit (Difficult Airway Society, DAS); Dr Ian Tweedie (Neuroanaesthesia 
Society of Great Britain & Ireland, NASGBI); Dr Suellen Walker (Association of Paediatric 
Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland, APAGBI); Professor Nigel Webster (British Journal of 
Anaesthesia, BJA) and Dr Steve Yentis (Anaesthesia). 
 
NIAARC/18/2014 MINUTES 
The confidential and non‐confidential minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22 January 2014 
were approved as a correct record. 
 
ACTION: NIAA Administrator to upload the non‐confidential minutes of the meeting held on 

Wednesday 22 January 2014 to the NIAA website. 
 
 
NIAARC/19/2014 MATTERS ARISING  
 
NIAARC/05/2014 Consultations 
It was noted that the National Institute of Academic Anaesthesia’s (NIAA) response to the NHS 
England Research Strategy Consultation for 2012‐18 had been submitted and a copy was tabled for 
information. It was agreed that this would be circulated by email after the meeting. 
 
NIAARC/07/2014 (ii) JLA Research Priority Setting Partnership: Shoulder Problems 
An anaesthetic representative has now been appointed to the Steering Group for a JLA priority 
setting partnership on research priorities into surgical and other treatments for shoulder problems. 
The NIAA will act as a supporting partner and will distribute information about the PSP on its 
website. 
 
NIAARC/08/2014 (i) Sprint National Anaesthesia Projects 
Members noted that the Sprint National Anaesthesia Projects had been adopted on to the  National 
Institute for Health Research (NIHR) portfolio. 
 
NIAARC/10/2014 (ii) Partnerships 
Professor Phil Hopkins responded to a proposal to review the content of the BJA Research 
Methodology Workshops. As the workshops had run successfully for seventeen years he 
recommended that the content should remain unchanged, but that they be re‐badged as NIAA 
Research Methodology Workshops to reflect their place within the NIAA’s event programme. 
 
Professor Hopkins reported that several ideas for new study days based on single topics had been 
suggested at the ARS & NIAA sub‐committee meeting that morning. The sub‐committee was keen to 
work with potential organisers to bring these to fruition, and Professor Hopkins agreed to circulate 
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the list of suggested courses to members of the Research Council and Board, along with a copy of 
the speaker invitation letter for the Research Methodology workshops. 
 
ACTIONS: NIAA Administrator to circulate the NIAA response to the NHS England Research 

Strategy Consultation by email for information.  
 

Professor Hopkins to distribute a list of potential study day topics and a copy of the 
BJA Research Methodology Workshop invitation to members of the NIAA Research 
Council and Board, along with a call for organisers. 

 
NIAARC/20/2014 NIAA GRANTS 

(i) The Research Council received a report from the NIAA Grant Officer during which the 
following points were highlighted: 
 

• Two BJA/RCoA Basic Science Research Fellowships were awarded in February, 
the first to Dr Gareth Ackland for £250,000 and the second to Dr Daqing Ma for 
£187,136. The Chair welcomed the outcome and expressed his thanks to all 
those who had been involved in the review process. 

• Professor Lambert reported that the next round of NIAA grants would close on 
Monday 28 April. Early indications were that there would be a high number of 
applications as 12 had been submitted so far. 

• At a recent AAGBI Research Council meeting it had been suggested that a 
standard template should be developed for all progress reports submitted by 
Principal Investigators in receipt of funding from the NIAA. The Research 
Council welcomed this proposal and it was agreed that Professor Lambert 
would develop a template. 

• Professor Lambert informed colleagues that Round 2 2014 would be paperless 
with laptops provided on request. 

• Finally, members were reminded that two representatives were required from 
each funding partner to be listed as committee representatives on the NIAA 
website. He encouraged those members who had not yet confirmed their 
representatives to do so, as this list would form part of the BJA/RCoA’s 
application to the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC). 

ACTIONS: Professor Lambert to develop a standard template for NIAA progress reports. 
 

Funding partners to confirm the name of their second representative on the NIAA 
Grant Committee to the NIAA Administrator. 

(ii) Dr Iain Moppett reported that the applications received for the John Snow iBSc awards 
were now out for review and that he would liaise with the other reviewers to see if 
some of the applications submitted in the BJA/RCoA category could be funded by the 
AAGBI/Anaesthesia. The spread of applications had been encouraging with submissions 
received from Glasgow, Southampton and Leicester as well as London. 
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ACTION: Dr Iain Moppett to liaise with the AAGBI regarding the funding of the John Snow iBSc 
awards. 

 
NIAARC/21/2014 ANAESTHESIA & PERIOPERATIVE CARE PRIORITY SETTING PARTNERSHIP 
Research Council members received the minutes of the Anaesthesia and Perioperative Care Priority 
Setting Partnership Steering Group meetings held on 20 January and 19 March 2014, for 
information. 
 
Dr Mike Galsworthy reported that there was now a designated area for the project on the NIAA 
website (http://www.niaa.org.uk/PSP#pageTop) and thanked the NIAA’s web designer, Jon Fuller, 
and Natalie Bell, PA to Ms Sharon Drake, for their work on this.  
 
Dr Galsworthy confirmed that the first call for research questions would be issued via a survey to 
patient representative groups in June/July. The results would then be clustered into themes and 
screened to identify and remove any research questions already being studied. A second survey 
would then be created in November to find out which topics were most important to stakeholders. It 
was anticipated that the final Top 10 priorities would be ready in January 2015. These would then go 
on to the UK Database of Uncertainties about the Effects of Treatments (UK Duets) and be sent to 
the NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre (NETSCC). 
 
It was noted that the survey results would be monitored to ensure that a balanced set of priorities 
were arrived upon. Whilst it was unrealistic to expect the survey to be sent out to everyone, 
members acknowledged the importance of ensuring that the process was conducted transparently 
and that the survey was well advertised. Following this a brief discussion was held about the 
importance of making paper copies of the survey available to patient groups with little or no access 
to the internet.  
 
Dr Galsworthy asked specialist society colleagues for their assistance in disseminating the survey link 
widely and in promoting the survey amongst their members. 
 
NIAARC/22/2014 HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH CENTRE 
Professor Mike Grocott highlighted the following points in his activity report for the Research 
Council and Board and stated that future reports would be submitted as short summaries: 
 

• An organisational audit report, the first major output from the National Emergency 
Laparotomy Audit (NELA), would be published on 14 May. 

• The National Hip Fracture Anaesthetic Sprint Audit of Practice (ASAP) results had been 
published (http://www.aagbi.org/news/asap‐anaesthetic‐sprint‐audit‐practice‐2014) 
and an additional outcomes report would follow in due course. 

• Dr Nigel Harper had been appointed as the next NAP6 Clinical Lead. 
• A proposal for a Clinical Trials Group from Professor Rupert Pearse had been submitted 

to the NIAA Board for consideration. 
• The position of Health Services Research Centre (HSRC) Deputy Director would be 

advertised in the BJA, Bulletin, Anaesthesia and Anaesthesia News in May and was 
currently on the NIAA and HSRC websites. The appointment would be made for a three 
year period in the first instance. 

 
Under this item the Chair talked of a growing recognition in the US around prioritising information 
and commented on an emerging aspiration amongst colleagues to achieve the same in the UK. He 
cited both the ASAP and NELA projects as examples of important audits which merited investment in 
terms of protecting and championing data. He felt that this was a new area which represented an 
opportunity for the speciality in the future.   
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NIAARC/23/2014 NIHR SPECIALTY GROUP ‘ANAESTHESIA, PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE and 

PAIN MANAGEMENT’ 
Professor Martin Leuwer outlined the changes to the NIHR specialty groups which had come into 
place on 1 April 2014. As a result of the restructure the anaesthesia specialty group had been 
embedded within surgery and critical care and would benefit from opportunities to share resources 
such as research nurse support.  
 
However, the reorganisation meant that the Comprehensive Local Research Networks (CLRNs) were 
now organised into regions with individual budget holder responsibilities. Many budget holders were 
currently reviewing their activities and Professor Leuwer reported that some had decided to 
abandon support for perioperative activity in favour of primary care, leaving 3 of the 15 regions 
without a designated representative. 
 
Members thanked Professor Leuwer for this update and requested that he produce a summary of 
the resources being withdrawn and the action required from the NIAA to address this. 
 
ACTION: Professor Leuwer to advise as to how the NIAA can best address anticipated 

changes to perioperative representation within the new CLRN structure.  
 
NIAARC/24/2014 NIAA PARTNERSHIPS 
The Research Council received a report from Professor Rupert Pearse who had attended a meeting 
of the Royal Colleges Research Summit on Thursday 20 March on behalf of Professor Rob Sneyd. 
Professor Pearse observed that the focus of the meeting had been very much on the development of 
individuals. The Chair recommended that the NIAA continue to participate in these meetings. 
 
NIAARC/25/2014 NIAA COMMUNICATIONS 
 
(i) The Research Council received a progress report on the NIAA Communications Plan from 

Ms Sharon Drake and noted the following: 
 
• An updated version of the NIAA flyer had been produced and copies were 

available for funding partners to distribute at their meetings. Ms Drake invited 
feedback on the content. 

• A mobile compatible version of the NIAA website was in development. 
• Two new military articles had been uploaded to the NIAA website since the last 

meeting (http://www.niaa.org.uk/article.php?newsid=1070#pageTop).  
• An NIAA poster had been distributed to UK hospitals. 
• Dr Mike Nathanson would be writing an article on the Anaesthesia and 

Perioperative Care Priority Setting Partnership for the July issue of Anaesthesia 
News. 

• Ms Drake asked colleagues to inform the office if they wished to receive copies 
of the NIAA slides for presentations. 

 
(ii) Ms Drake reported that the NIAA Comprehensive Review for 2012‐13 would be printed 

shortly. 
 
(iii) Volunteers were called to assist Professor Dave Lambert and Dr Eleanor Carter at the 

NIAA drop‐in sessions at the AAGBI’s GAT Conference on 12 June.  
 

(iv) Research Council members were invited to suggest topics for inclusion in the next NIAA 
eNewsletter. 
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(v) It was noted that wider issues related to communications would be discussed at the 

NIAA Strategy Session in the afternoon. 
 
 
NIAARC/26/2014 NIAA EVENTS 2014 
Ms Drake reported that there were currently 66 registered to attend the first NIAA/Royal College of 
Surgeons (RCS) event on 28 April.  
 
Delegate numbers for the UK HSRC Perioperative Care Research Forum on 22 May, which would 
include a session with NETSCC, were very low and Research Council members were asked to 
promote this event as widely as possible. 
 
ACTION: NIAA Administrator to circulate a copy of the programme for the UK HSRC 

Perioperative Care Research Forum on 22 May and NIAA Research Council members 
to promote widely. 

 
NIAARC/27/2014 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 2014 
It was agreed that a new date would be circulated for the autumn meeting as the proposed date of 
Thursday 9 October clashed with the Anesthesiology Conference in New Orleans. 
 
NB. Future dates have since been confirmed as: 
 
Thursday 6 November 2014 
Thursday 29 January 2015 
Friday 17 April 2015 
 
NIAARC/28/2014 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chair invited specialist society representatives to comment on their involvement in the NIAA 
Research Council meetings and to advise as to whether they found the current format of the 
meetings useful. Meetings were designed to give funding partners the opportunity to comment on 
broader issues relating to NIAA matters outside of the main funding round business. The Chair 
encouraged colleagues to share their views in order to ensure that the meetings remained relevant.  
 
ACTION: Funding partners to send any comments about the format of Research Council 

meetings to the Chair. 
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GLOSSORY OF ACRONYMS 

 
 

AAGBI Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland 
ACTA  Association of Cardiothoracic Anaesthetists 
APAGBI Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland 
ARS  Anaesthetic Research Society 
BJA British Journal of Anaesthesia 
BOC British Oxygen Company 
BSOA British Society of Orthopaedic Anaesthetists 
CCRN Comprehensive Clinical Research Networks 
CLRN Comprehensive Local Research Networks 
CRN Clinical Research Network 
DAS Difficult Airway Society 
DMA&CC Department of Military Anaesthesia and Critical Care 
EPICOT Evidence, Population, Intervention, Comparison, Outcome, Time stamp 
HSRC Health Services Research Centre 
NASGBI Neuroanaesthesia Society of Great Britain and Ireland 
NELA National Emergency Laparotomy Audit 
NETSCC NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies Coordinating Centre 
NIHR National Institute for Health Research 
OAA Obstetric Anaesthetists' Association 
RA UK Regional Anaesthesia UK 
RCoA  Royal College of Anaesthetists 
SDO Service Delivery and Organisation 
SEA UK Society for Education in Anaesthesia, UK 
SNAP Sprint National Anaesthesia Projects 
VASGBI Vascular Anaesthesia Society of Great Britain & Ireland 
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